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81 NIFC AIRCRAFT AND CONTRACT LARGE TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT 
 
NIFC AIRCRAFT ARE NATIONAL INTERAGENCY RESOURCES. 
 

81.1 FS - NIFC AIRCRAFT 
 
      FLIGHT RATE DAILY 

AIRCRAFT    PER HOUR  (FOR) 
 
 N100Z - CESSNA CITATION  $ 602   $ 1,327 
 

N107Z - KING AIR 200   $ 448   $ 733 
 

A Fixed Operating Rate (FOR) is charged for all non-FS administrative flights.  It is not 
charged to any user if the mission is for fire suppression.  Forest Service administrative 
flights do not pay the FOR.  For further information, contact the FS National Aviation 
Operations at NIFC. 

 
Rates are subject to change. 

 
PERFORMANCE 

 
 N100Z CESSNA CITATION 

 
-- Block speed - 370 kts. 
-- Fuel - Jet 
-- Endurance for infrared missions (2 Pilots, 1 Technician) 4.5 Hours (with 

reserves). 
-- Maximum take-off weight - 14, 800 LBS. 
-- Runway - Hard surface, minimum 4,000 feet @ sea level. 
-- Passenger configuration - 6 passengers + baggage. 

 
 N107Z KING AIR 200 (CARGO DOOR) 
 

-- Block Speed - 240 kts.  
-- Fuel - Jet. 
-- Endurance for infrared missions (2 Pilots, 1 Technician) 4 Hours (with 

reserves). 
-- Maximum take-off weight - 12,500 LBS. 
-- Runway - hard surface, minimum 4,000 feet @ sea level.   
-- Passenger configuration - 6-8 passengers + baggage. 
-- Cargo configuration 2,000 LBS (1 pilot), 2+30 hour endurance (with reserves). 

 
  81.1.1 AIRBORNE THERMAL INFRARED FIRE MAPPING AND 

DETECTION 
 

A. CAPABILITIES AND LIMITATIONS 
 
 1. Infrared Scanners. 
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a. Infrared energy can penetrate smoke 
and haze but is limited by clouds and fog. 
Infrared energy follows a line-of-sight path. 
 
b. For best results, imagery should be 
taken between the hours of 1000-1400 and 
between one hour after sunset and one hour 
before sunrise.  Imagery flights can be made 
at other times but expect degradation in fire 
detection. 
 

2. Infrared Aircraft. 
 

a. All Infrared aircraft can air drop 
imagery. The final decision for a drop will 
be left to the Pilot-in-Command and only 
when positive air-to-ground communica- 
tions have been established. 
 
b. Aircraft normally requires a 5,000 
foot, hard-surfaced, lighted runway.  A 28-
volt, 1,000 amp ground power unit (GPU) 
should be provided for aircraft starting. 

 
81.2 NIFC - LARGE TRANSPORT CONTRACT AIRCRAFT 

 
 

AIRCRAFT FLIGHT RATE         DAILY  PASSENGER 
       PER HOUR  AVAILABILITY    SEATING 
 
 Boeing 737-200        $4,039          $5,750         101 
 Sierra Pacific Airlines 
 N712S 



 
 

357 
March 2004 – Chapter 80 

82 TACTICAL AIRCRAFT 
 
 82.1 FS LEADPLANES 
 

Region 1    N121Z 
Region 3    N133Z 
Region 4    N104Z, N146Z 
Region 5, North   N153Z, N155Z 
Region 5, South   N152Z 
Region 6    N165Z 
Region 8    N181Z, N182Z 

 82.2 BLM AERIAL SUPERVISION AIRCRAFT 
 

The BLM has five exclusive-use contract U-21 twin-engine turboprop aircraft. 
 
 N30W 
 N32P  
 N37H 
 N38V  
 N39Q 

 
82.3 AIR TACTICAL AVIONICS TYPING 

 
 Required Equipment Type 1 Type 2  Type 3 Type 4 

Aeronautical VHF-AM radio transceivers  2 each 2 each 2 each 2 each 
Aeronautical VHF-FM radio transceivers 2 each 1 each 1 each  
Panel Mounted GPS 1 each 1 each   

Handheld GPS   1 each 1 each 
Separate audio control systems for pilot and 
ATGS 

X X X  

Audio/mic jacks with PTT capability in a rear 
seat connected to co-pilot/ATGS’s audio 
control system 

 
X 

X X  

Intercommunication System X X X  
Plug for auxiliary VHF-FM portable radio or 
one additional VHF-FM transceiver 

X X   

Accessory Power Source    X 
Portable Air Attack Kit    X 

 
82.4 SMOKEJUMPER AIRCRAFT 

 
  AK CONTRACT DORNIER 228 

   3 CONTRACT CASA 212s 
 

 EB N141Z - DHC-6 
  N142Z - DC-3T 
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  N143Z - DHC-6 
   

 NO N175Z - SHORTS 330 
  N376AS DC-3T 
 

 NR N115Z - DC-3T 
  N179Z - SHORTS 330 
  CONTRACT DORNIER 
  2 CONTRACT DHC-6 
 

 NW N173Z - SHORTS 330 
  N178Z - SHORTS 330 
  CONTRACT CASA 212 
   

 WB N49SJ - DHC-6 
  3 CONTRACT DHC-6 
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83 PLANNED AIRTANKERS – 2004 
 

AREA  BASE  AGENCY TYPE/TANKER # DATES 
 

EB  POCATELLO  BLM  P3 - T26  6/23 - 9/29 
 
EB  MCCALL  FS   P3 - T23  7/17 - 9/20 
 
EB  MCCALL  FS   SDC4 - T119 7/28 - 10/05 
 
EB  BOISE   FS   SP2H - T01 6/15 - 9/14 
 
EB  BOISE   FS   P2V - T48 7/14 - 9/29 
 
NO  CHESTER  FS   DC4 - T15 6/15 - 10/14 
 
NO  REDDING  FS   P3 - T20  6/11 - 10/14 
 
NO  CHICO   FS   SP2H - T18 7/04 - 10/15 
 
NR  MISSOULA  FS   TBD   7/13 - 9/14 
 
NR  KALISPELL  FS   P2V - T55 7/14 - 9/15 
 
NR  COEUR d' ALENE FS   P3 - T00  7/16 - 9/29 
 
NR  HELENA  FS   DC6 - T68 7/31 - 9/19 
 
NR  W. YELLOWSTONE FS   P3 - T27  7/30 - 9/20 
 
NW KLAMATH FALLS FS   DC7 - T60 5/30 - 10/04 
 
NW KLAMATH FALLS FS   DC7 - T66 6/15 - 10/19 
 
NW  LAGRANDE  FS   DC4 - T65 7/14 - 10/01 
 
NW  MOSES LAKE  FS   DC7 - T62 6/10 - 10/24 
 
NW  MOSES LAKE  FS   P2V - T05 6/11 - 10/6 
 
NW  REDMOND  FS   P3 - T21  6/09 - 9/28 
 
NW  REDMOND  FS   P2V - T12 7/01 - 10/22 
 
RM   GREYBULL  FS   P2V - T140 5/12 - 10/02 
 
RM   GREYBULL  FS   P2V - T139 6/04 - 10/03 
 
RM   DURANGO  FS   P3 - T22  5/12 - 8/29 
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AREA BASE  AGENCY TYPE/TANKER # DATES 
 
RM RAPID CITY FS   P2V - T09 7/01 - 8/27 
 
SA FT. SMITH FS   P3 - T27 2/25 - 5/06 
 
SA KNOXVILLE FS   DC6 - T68 2/24 - 5/09 
 
SA ASHEVILLE FS   DC4 - T160 3/01 - 5/30 
 
SA LAKE CITY FS   P2V - T09 4/23 - 6/19 
 
SW ALAMAGORDO FS   TBD  4/01 - 7/11 
 
SW SILVER CITY FS   P3 - T27 5/08 - 7/28 
 
SW SILVER CITY FS   DC4 - T65 4/19 - 7/12 
 
SW ALBUQUERQUE FS   P2V - T55 4/30 - 7/11 
 
SW PRESCOTT FS   P3 - T23 5/05 - 7/15 
 
SW PRESCOTT FS   DC6 - T68 5/12 - 7/28 
 
SW WINSLOW FS   P3 - T00 5/03 - 7/12 
 
SW WINSLOW FS   P2V - T48 5/11 - 7/12 
 
SW FT. HUACHUCA  FS   P3 - T26 5/13 - 6/21 
 
SW FT. HUACHUCA FS   SDC4 - T119 6/10 - 7/26 
 
SO RAMONA FS   DC4 - T162 6/02 - 11/16 
 
SO SAN BERNARDINO FS   SP2H - T16 6/11 - 10/30 
 
SO PORTERVILLE BLM  DC4 - T161 7/01 - 09/30 
 
SO PORTERVILLE FS   DC4 - T160 6/07 - 10/23 
 
SO LANCASTER FS   P2V - T07 6/29 - 11/04 
 
SO LANCASTER FS   DC4 - T152 6/03 - 11/2 
 
SO LANCASTER FS   DC4 - T151 7/02 - 11/15 
 
WB MINDEN BLM  P3 - T25 6/03 - 09/27 
 
WB STEAD BLM  DC4 - T14 6/01 - 9/25 
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84 HELICOPTERS - EXCLUSIVE USE 
 
 84.1 TYPE 2 EXCLUSIVE USE HELICOPTERS – 2004 
 
         AC                  DATES 
AREA   BASE NAME  AGENCY VENDOR TYPE   (APPROX.) 
 
AK  FAIRBANKS  BLM AGROTORS B212   5/31 - 7/14 
 
AK  FAIRBANKS  BLM EVERGREEN B212   5/31 - 8/28 
 
AK  FAIRBANKS  BLM TEMSCO B212   5/31 - 8/28 
 
EB  PRICE VALLEY FS  HILLCREST B205 A1++ 5/28 - 9/4 
 
EB  PRICE VALLEY FS  TBD TBD   6/3 - 9/30 
 
EB  LUCKY PEAK FS  KACHINA B212   6/11 - 9/28 
 
NO  QUINCY  FS  KACHINA B212   6/5 - 9/16 
 
NO  BIG HILL  FS  HELIMAX B214  6/15 - 10/1 
 
NO  CHESTER  FS  TBD TBD  6/15 - 10/15 
 
NO  TRINITY  FS  TBD TBD  6/10 - 10/15 
 
NO  SCOTT VALLEY FS  KACHINA B212  6/1 - 9/23 
 
NW  SLED SPRINGS FS  HILLCREST B205A++ 6/10 - 9/25 
 
SO  CHILAO  FS  ROGERS B212  6/10 - 11/2 
 
SO  APPLE VALLEY BLM ROGERS B212HP 5/20 - 9/16 
 
SO  BAKERSFIELD BLM KACHINA B212HP 5/19 - 9/15 
 
SO  BALD MOUNTAIN FS  TBD TBD  6/1 - 10/15 
 
SO  HEAPS PEAK  FS  SAN JOAQUIN B212 6/2 - 11/1 
 
SO  RAMONA  FS  ERA  B212  5/28 - 11/13 
 
SO  TRIMMER  FS  ROGERS B212  6/15 - 10/10 
 
SO  KERNVILLE  FS  TBD TBD  5/24 - 10/18 
 
SO  PEPPERMINT  FS  TBD TBD  5/24 - 10/10 
 
SO  SANTA YNEZ FS  ROGERS B212  6/15 - 10/8 
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 84.2 TYPE 2 NATIONAL USE HELICOPTERS – 2004 
 

         AC                   DATES 
AREA   BASE NAME  AGENCY  VENDOR TYPE   (APPROX.) 
 
EB  BOISE  FS  SOUTHERN B205A1++ 7/15 - 10/12 
 
EB  OGDEN  FS  AGROTORS B212HP 7/12 - 10/13 
 
NR  MISSOULA  FS   HELIJET  B205A1++ 7/13 - 10/11 

 
NR  DILLON  FS   AIR RESOURCES B205A1++ 7/16 - 10/12 

 
NW  WENATCHEE FS   WORLDWIND B205A1++ 7/2 - 9/29 

 
NW  JOHN DAY  FS   WORLDWIND B205A1++ 7/3 - 9/30 

 
RM  DURANGO  FS   RIVER CITY B205A1++ 7/01 - 8/29 
 
SW  SEDONA  FS   AGROTORS B212HP 5/16 - 7/11 
 

 
84.3 TYPE 1 EXCLUSIVE USE HELICOPTERS, STANDARD CATEGORY - 2004 
             
         AC                    DATES 

AREA   BASE NAME  AGENCY  VENDOR TYPE   (APPROX.) 
 
 
SO  ARROYO GRANDE FS   TBD  TBD   6/1 - 11/1 
 

 
84.4 TYPE 1 EXCLUSIVE USE HELICOPTERS, LIMITED CATEGORY – 2004 

 
         AC                    DATES 

AREA   BASE NAME  AGENCY  VENDOR TYPE   (APPROX.) 
 

 
EA  ELY   FS   TBD TBD   5/1 - 9/4 

 
SO  FRENCH VALLEY FS   TBD TBD   7/5 - 11/19 

 
SO  VAN NUYS  FS   TBD TBD   7/15 - 11/30 

 
SO  MARIPOSA  FS   TBD TBD   6/1 - 10/15 

 
SO  SAN BERNARDINO FS   TBD TBD   6/1 - 11/15 
 
SW  PRESCOTT  FS   TBD TBD   5/15 - 7/1 

 


